106                                                    LETTEK FROM COURT
At a General Court of the United Company of Merchants of England
Trading to the East Indies, held at their house in Leadenhall Street, on
Wednesday the I5th March 1758.
^RESOLVED that the appointed rotation of four governours for Bengal
as successors to Colonel Give be immediately abolished, and that each of the
Company's principal settlements continue to be as heretofore governed and
directed by a President and Council."
2.   In pursuance of which resolution we do hereby abolish and annul the
said rotation of four persons appointed to succeed alternately by our General
Letter of the llth November last by the Hardwicke, and which was confirmed
by our letter of the 8th instant, and therein ordered to take place on the
death or absence of Colonel Robert Clive, whom we then appointed to be
the sole President and Governour of Fort William, which appointment we
now confirm, and for the more effectual carrying into execution the said
recited order or resolution of the General Court, we do ordain, constitute and
appoint the following named persons to be in conjunction with Colonel Clive
of Council, for ordering, governing and managing all the Company's affairs
at Fort William in Bengal, and all its dependent places and settlements with
as full power and authority as the Presidents and Councils in Bengal have
been usually invested with viz.,
William Watts Esqr second in Council next after our said President
Robert Clive Esqr.
James Kilpatrick Esqr as Major and third of Council and to remain so
without rising to a superior rank therein.
Charles Manningham Esqr           fourth
Richard Becher Esqr                   fifth
John Zephaniah Holwell Esqr      sixth
Mr. Paul Richard Pearkes            seventh
Mr, William Frankland               eighth
Mr. Matthew Collet                     ninth
Mr. William Mackett                  tenth
Mr. Peter Amyatt                       eleventh
Mr. Thomas Boddam                  twelfth
Mr. Richard Court                      thirteenth
3.   In case of  the death or absence of Colonel Robert Clive, Charles
Manningham Esqr is hereby appointed to succeed to the chair, and we do
direct that he be then President and Governor of Fort William accordingly.
4.   In case of the death or absence of Charles Manningham Esqr, John
Zephaaiah Holwell Esqr is hereby appointed to succeed to the chair, and we
do direct that he be then President and Governour of Fort William accordingly.
5.   And in the case of the death or absence of Col Robert Clive, Charles
Maaningham and John Zephaniah Holwell Esqrs, Richard Becher Esqr is
hereby appointed to succeed to the chair, and we do direct that he be then
President and Governour of Fort William accordingly.
4 Colonel Ctive as President or the President for the time being is in
owse to be of the Select Committee as appointed by our letters of the llth
of November last and the 8th iestant, of which he is to be the chief and constant